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By STEPHEN PROFFITT
The Breeze
  If the Dukes were disappointed about 
getting seeded into a play-in game on Sunday 
evening, they sure didn’t show it.
   Students, fans and players alike piled into 
the Convocation Center Sunday night to wit-
ness the Dukes’ NCAA tournament fate. For 
their trouble, they were rewarded with a mea-
ger No. 16 seed, as JMU was named one of the 
four least accomplished teams in the NCAA 
tournament.
   “It’s hard after seeing the way we’ve been 
playing recently to say we’re one of the worst 
four teams in the NCAA tournament,” said 
Alex Burden, a junior JMU fan who attended. 
“Brady can use that as a chip-on-the-shoul-
der aspect.”
   JMU is scheduled to play Long Island 
University Brooklyn on Wednesday at 6:40 
p.m. as part of the NCAA tournament’s “First 
Four.” A win will pair the Dukes up against 
Indiana Friday in Dayton as part of the East 
region of the bracket.
   “I’m excited at the opportunity to play 
on Wednesday night,” said head coach Matt 
Brady. “No matter who our first round oppo-
nent is, it’s an opportunity to get a win.”
   While many expected a straight 16 seed 
for the Dukes, they were handed a play-in 
game in the First Four. 
   “I told A.J. [Davis] that a play-in game 
would get the jitters out,” said freshman 
see NCAA, page 10
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16th-seeded Dukes set for play-in game against Long Island University Brooklyn
Four-day search ends 
after police discover 






After a grueling search, police have 
found the body of graduate psychol-
ogy professor Harriet Cobb, who had 
been missing since March 10. 
No foul play is suspected in Cobb’s 
death, according to Sgt. Kyle Moore 
of the Virginia State Police. Moore 
said the death of Cobb, 62, is being 
described as an “incident,” and police 
can’t confirm whether it was a suicide 
— which they said was possible last 
week — until the medical examin-
er’s report comes back in four-to-six 
weeks. 
Moore said Cobb’s body was discov-
ered on Friday around 11 a.m. in the 
Mountain Grove area of Back Creek, 
about 64 miles away from Harrison-
burg. She had been reported missing 
on March 10 by her son, Adam Brown. 
On March 11,  police found




On Friday, students 
gathered to watch 
fireworks set off 
in honor of James 
Madison’s birthday. 
The event, organized 
by SGA, was held the 
day before Madison’s 
birthday, which is 
March 16, 1751. 
The fireworks were 
part of MadisonFest, 
which also included 
games, a moonbounce, 
a cupcake display 
of Madison and free 
T-shirts on the Quad. 
The fireworks also 
marked the celebration 
and culmination of 
inauguration week, 
which honored Jon 
Alger’s induction as 
the sixth president of 
JMU.
>> More photos of the 
event on PAGE 11.
The owner of Dave’s Downtown 
Taverna is facing hit-and-run charges, 
leaving the restaurant at risk of losing 
its liquor license.
David Paul Miller, 50, was charged 
with one count of felony hit and run 
and one count of misdemeanor reck-
less passing of a school bus on March 
2, according to Lt. Chris Rush of the 
Harrisonburg police.
The victim, who was hit by the mir-
ror of Miller’s car, said that Miller was 
driving past pedestrians waiting to 
get on the buses at Thomas Harrison 
Middle School, according to Rush. 
Miller allegedly didn’t stop once 
he struck the victim, an adult who 
wasn’t seriously injured and didn’t 
need medical attention. Miller later 
turned himself in.
Miller said he was going to pick 
up his child and get to a doctor’s 
appointment in Charlottesville when 
he drove the wrong way down a bus 
lane and hit the person, according to 
the Daily News-Record.
A felony conviction could lead to 
the suspension or revocation of the 
South Main Street restaurant’s liquor 
license, the DN-R reported. 
If Miller is convicted, the Virginia 
Department of Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board would likely schedule 
a hearing to discuss the case.
Hit and run is a class five felony, 
which could result in one-to-10 years 
of jail time and a $2,500 fine, Rush 
said. Reckless driving is a class one 
misdemeanor punishable by up to a 
year in jail, loss of a driver’s license 
and a fine of up to $2,500.
A preliminary hearing has been 
scheduled for April 16 in the Rocking-
ham County General District Court. 
— staff report
JAMES CHUNG / 
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Alger impresses students with involvement
BRIAN PRESCOTT  / THE BREEZE
The JMU men’s basketball team awaits the results of Sunday evening’s “Selection Show” with its fans in the Convocation Center.
By ERIC GRAVES
The Breeze
The week of President Jon Alger’s 
inauguration, JMU came alive with 
historical themes and creative events.
Before Alger officially became the 
sixth president of JMU on Friday, sev-
eral events focused on the history of 
James Madison himself, the colonial 
era in which he lived and the future of 
JMU under Alger’s leadership.
“Before the inauguration week, I 
really didn’t know anything about 
him,” said freshman Mia Gilbert. 
“Alger cares about the student body, 
and he wants to be a part of it to show 
that he’s involved.”
Alger was busy last week, attending 
events ranging from the CAA Champi-
onship men’s basketball game to the 
after-school day care program Second 
Home, where he read to the children.
Alger also led the Harrisonburg 
ceremonial walk through downtown. 
Afterward, he presented a ceremonial 
wreath at James Madison’s gravesite at 
his home in Montpelier. 
Senior Sara Smith, an interdisci-
plinary liberal studies major, felt the 
inauguration itself was the most inter-
esting part of the week.
“I got really emotional at the inau-
guration,” Smith said. “President Alger 
was coming into our JMU community 
when I’m about to leave.”
Her respect for Alger has increased 
after the inauguration.
“I knew that he was doing that 
listening tour,” she said. “When 
he went into his ‘Why Madison?’ 
speech, it made me realize that 
he is here for the right reasons. 
He’s jumping into JMU headfirst.”
see ALGER, page 6
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in the conference 
semifinals, page 9
COURTESY OF ADAM BROWN
Adam Brown (left) said that his 
mother, Harriet Cobb, “cared deeply 
for her students and colleagues.”
ODD MAN IN
>> PLAY BALL
Become our sports 
editor. Apply on 
joblink.jmu.edu.
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IF YOU WERE BORN TODAY:
Happy times at home start the year 
off right. A May 25 career spotlight 
could lead to a raise around November. 
Creativity percolates by summer, and 
travel calls after that. Immerse yourself 
in learning about something you love with 
others who share your passion.
horoscopes
PISCES
(Feb. 19-March 20) 
You’ll learn quickly, 
so pay attention. 
Get ready to take action. Study 
new developments. Apply your 
business and commerce ideas.
ARIES 
(March 21-April 19) 
Your wishes are 
easier to achieve 
for the next few 
weeks. Keep your objective in 
mind. Stay positive this week.
TAURUS 
(April 20-May 20)
You have more 
than enough in the realms of both 
money and love. Soak it up and 
be grateful. Together, you’ll score 
double. 
GEMINI 
(May 21-June 20) 
You’re a superhero 
right now. And 
you’re basking in 
abundance. It’s not about having 
more toys, but about what you’ll 
do with your powers. 
CANCER
(June 21-July 22) 
It’s a very lucky 
moment for scoring 
great household items. Luxury is a 




There’s a lot on 
your list, so you’d 
better get help. You’re luckier 
than you think. You can’t produce 
on optimism alone, but it helps.
VIRGO 
(Aug. 23-Sept. 22) 
Improve your 
position. Big 
games offer big prizes. There’s 
an interesting development, but 
more study is required.
LIBRA 




communications flow with ease. 
Joy inspires you, so use it.
SCORPIO 
(Oct. 23-Nov. 21) 
You have what it 
takes to do the job, 
so complete negotiations. You’re 




confidence. Let go 
of old baggage so 
you can move more freely. You’re 
very popular now. Be respectful. 
Consider how best to serve.
CAPRICORN 
(Dec. 22-Jan. 19) 
You discover 
wisdom and 
compassion. You have more than 
you let on, anyway. Your new 
status leads to new friends. 
AQUARIUS
 (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)
There are so many 
places you’d like to 
visit and study. Tap into another 
source of funds, and you’ll get 
farther than expected. 
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The Breeze, the student-run newspaper 
of James Madison University, serves 
student, faculty and staff readership by 
reporting news involving the campus 
and local community. The Breeze strives 
to be impartial and fair in its reporting 
and firmly believes in First Amendment 
rights.
Published Monday and Thursday 
mornings, The Breeze is distributed 
throughout James Madison University 
and the local Harrisonburg community. 
Comments and complaints should be 




















































WA S H I N G T O N  —  T h e 
Pentagon plans to add 14 
missile interceptors to a prob-
lem-plagued anti-missile system 
in Alaska aimed at North Korea, 
which has issued increasingly 
bellicose threats since it tested 
an underground nuclear device 
and launched a small satellite.
The upgraded ground-based 
interceptors would augment 26 
interceptors already deployed 
at Fort Greely, part of a multi-
layered missile defense system 
that includes up to five Navy 
Aegis cruisers with tracking 
radars and their own intercep-
tors in the northern Pacific. Four 
other anti-missile batteries are 
at Vandenberg Air Force Base at 
Lompoc, Calif.
The upgraded intercep-
tors failed a test in December 
against a target resembling an 
incoming missile. Officials said 
Friday the new interceptors will 
be deployed only if a second test 
this fall is successful. Even then, 
they won’t be installed until the 
end of 2017.
“We certainly will not go for-
ward with the additional 14 
interceptors until we are sure 
that we have the complete 
confidence we need,” Defense 
Secretary Chuck Hagel said. 
“But the American people 
should be assured that our 
interceptors are effective.”
Swiss tourist 




NEW DELHI, India — The 
gang rape of a 39-year-old 
Swiss tourist while on a camp-
ing trip with her husband has 
further ratcheted up the spot-
light on sexual violence in 
India.
The woman, who had been 
cycling with her husband 
in impoverished Madhya 
Pradesh state in central India, 
was attacked by at least seven 
men while the couple was 
camping for the night, police 
said Saturday. The assailants 
also robbed the couple of $180 
and a cellphone.
The couple was on their 
way to Agra to see the Taj 
Mahal when they stopped 
Friday night to set up a tent 
in a forested area, local news 
reports said. The trip report-
edly involved cycling from 
Mumbai to New Delhi on a 
three-month tourist visa.
The attackers, who wielded 
sticks, also tied up and beat 
the woman’s husband.
The woman was admitted 
to a hospital for medical tests, 
authorities said, and has since 
been released. Police inspec-
tor R.K.S. Gurjar said that no 
arrests had been made but 25 
-to-30 men had been detained 
for interrogation.
Los Angeles Times Daily Crossword Puzzle 
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14 Red salad veggie
15 Clear the
fustiness from




19 Not too bright
20 Volume of maps
21 Versailles ruler










29 Report card figs.
30 Hopi home
34 Kind
37 Modern, in Munich
38 Relatives, and an
apt title for this
puzzle





























65 Gets the point
DOWN
1 “Fernando” band
2 Stretches in the
high 90s, say
3 Flier with a
shamrock logo
4 Fires on from
above























31 Prefix with cycle
32 Wee newt
33 Showy wrap
34 Up the creek
35 Runs too slowly,
as a watch







45 Talk trash to








55 Years in 
España
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land is just one signature 
away from ending all state 
executions after the House 
of Delegates voted 82-56 in 
favor of repealing the death 
penalty Friday.
The Senate voted to 
repeal the death penalty 
last week.
“This is a historic deci-
sion today in Maryland,” 
said Ben Jealous, president 
of the National Association 
for the Advancement of Col-
ored People.
“Today, Maryland joins 
17 other states and every 
other country in the West-
ern World,” in abolishing 
the death penalty, Jealous 
said.
Jealous said the NAACP is 
working to end capital pun-
ishment in Colorado and 
Delaware next. Connecticut 
was the most recent state to 
repeal the death penalty.
Proponents of the repeal 
argue for life without parole 
because it would save 
money by removing years 
of appeals.
H o u s e  R e p u b l i c a n 
Michael McDermott of 
Wicomico County, one of 
the most vocal opponents 
of the repeal, said the bill 
was “wrong spirited” and 
will not solve problems in 
the future.
“It’s a shame we will not 
allow future generations 
the option to put to death 
the worst of the worst,” said 
McDermott.
During the debates, 
about 50-to-60 delegates 
regularly supported the 
amendments to keep the 
death penalty in certain 
aggravating cases, but were 
overpowered by a bloc of 
about 80 who consistently 
supported the repeal.
The aggravating cases 
included mass murders, 
acts of terror and killing 
police officers in the line of 
duty. All of the amendments 
failed.
The death penalty has not 
been applied in Maryland 
since 2005, when Wesley 
Eugene Baker was execut-
ed for robbing and fatally 
shooting Jane Tyson in a 
Catonsville mall parking lot 
in June 1991.
The General Assembly 
passed the state’s current 
law in 2009. The law restricts 
the death penalty to cases 
where DNA evidence, a vid-
eotaped confession or video 
evidence of the crime are 
available.
The st r ict  law wa s 
designed to reduce the 
chance of executing an 
innocent person, which is 
one of the reasons many 








dent Barack Obama heads to 
Israel on Tuesday hoping, but 
little real expectation, that by 
smoothing rough relations he 
can help restart the Middle 
East peace effort that went 
nowhere in his first term.
Obama will not carry with 
him a detailed proposal for 
how Israelis and Palestinians 
might resume talks, such as 
the one he offered in 2010. He 
instead plans a listening tour 
in Jerusalem and in Ramallah 
to solicit views on what the 
two sides want and to explore 
what may be possible.
The White House has 
sought to lower expectations 
for Obama’s trip, particular-
ly avoiding any anticipation 
of a breakthrough on peace 
talks any time soon. Even a 
renewed diplomatic effort, 
should one begin, stands a 
good chance of collapsing 
again, they say.
Nonetheless, senior advis-
ers say, Obama thinks time 
spent in public diplomacy is 
a worthwhile investment.
Obama hopes to begin 
changing that perception, 
appealing directly to Israe-
lis in a speech in Jerusalem 
and in the symbolism that 
permeates his schedule.
By Eric GravEs 
The Breeze
JMU is putting students’ ethics to 
the test.
On Saturday, the Phi Sigma Tau 
philosophy honors society host-
ed an ethical reasoning workshop. 
More than 100 students packed into 
Festival’s Allegheny Room to dis-
cuss topics relating to situations they 
might encounter in the future.
As part of JMU’s re-accreditation 
process, the university had to devel-
op a Quality Enhancement Plan. One 
of five proposals from the QEP was 
to improve the ethical reasoning and 
responsible decision-making skills 
of students. 
President Jon Alger in his inaugu-
ral address Saturday, said that one 
of his goals would be to develop an 
ethical reasoning course as a man-
datory part of the general education 
curriculum.
The class will tentatively be an 
8-week online class and will be 
required for students entering as 
freshmen in fall 2013.
Gary Race, director of the Mahat-
ma Gandhi Center for Global 
Nonviolence, said that the Madison 
Collaborative is very valuable for 
JMU’s growth.
“It’s good for the university to have 
some kind of focus and direction for 
discussion,” Race said. “I think that 
it’s important to get people to think. 
Any project that will get students to 
seriously think about decision-mak-
ing is important.”
Race believes that people today 
don’t think of how their actions 
affect others.
The students were split into 
groups and given a sample scenario 
with a  problem requiring a critical 
decision. One of the problems given 
was a solution affecting 1,000 people 
immediately and a second solution 
affecting 1 million people later on.
Marie Eszenyi, co-president of Phi 
Sigma Tau and senior philosophy 
and communication studies double 
major, believes the event’s informal 
atmosphere encouraged active par-
ticipation from the students.
“It allows students the oppor-
tunity to ‘try on’ different ethical 
perspectives without having to feel 
judged,” Eszenyi said. “The work-
shop also allows students to put on 
others ‘shoes. They strengthen not 
only their own ethical arguments, 
but also their empathy for others.”
Another question addressed what 
see qEp, page 6
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Rationality put to the test
By Garin pappas
contributing writer
Sometimes smart people make stupid decisions. Two 
professors recognized this as an indicator of a separation 
between intelligence and rationality.  
Richard West and his colleague Keith Stanovich received a 
three year, $1 million grant from the John Templeton Foun-
dation to develop a test to find out how people make rational 
decisions.
“We were always struck by the fact that sometimes very 
bright people could make decisions that seemed to be very 
irrational,” West said. “The kind of decision making involved 
when people make rational decisions is separate from what-
ever is measured by intelligence tests.”
West, professor emeritus of graduate psychology, believes 
challenges met with rational thought yield different results 
than intelligence alone.
“A startling empirical discovery of ours is that intelligence 
quotient tests and their proxies leave a major gap in our 
assessment of mental abilities — the assessment of rational 
thinking skill,” said Stanovich, professor of human develop-
ment and applied psychology at the University of Toronto,.
West said this “major gap” involves the parts of ratio-
nal thinking that IQ tests do not identify. This is because 
they cannot calculate how someone uses logic to solve a 
problem. 
West and Stanovich were some of the first to thoroughly 
examine differences within people’s rational thinking and 
find that many didn’t make ideal choices. 
“Rationality can be summarized as the kind of thinking 
that leads you to better understand what is true about the 
world, the kind of thinking that brings you closer to under-
standing the world as it really is,” West said.
The grant will help develop a prototype for a rationality 
test by funding the project’s costs; some of which include 
JMU’s overhead cost, Stanovich’s salary, travel expenses, 
equipment and supporting assistants to help with research.
“The grant is quite an accomplishment for Dr. West and 
Dr. Stanovich,” said Robin Anderson, associate professor 
of graduate psychology and head of West’s department. “It 
represents the partnership between graduate and under-
graduate research.”
Anderson said West has actively worked with both gradu-
ate and undergraduate students at JMU. He has provided 
undergraduates with the unique opportunity to assist gradu-
ate research.
PSYC 402, an independent study course has under-
graduates collect data in the lab and collaborate with the 
graduates and West at weekly meetings.
He said the quality work completed by these undergradu-
ate assistants helped make the research on rational thinking 
possible.  
“The Templeton grant will make a huge difference in our 
being able to bring our theoretical ideas about the assess-
ment of rationality to fruition,” Stanovich said.  
Stanovich said the money will allow them to focus solely 
on the vast amount of data already collected.  They hope to 
have a prototype test developed in three years.
A member of The John Templeton Foundation read 
Stanovich’s book, “What Intelligence Tests Miss: The Psy-
chology of Rational Thought.”  The organization determined 
a grant would assist and accelerate the creation of a proto-
type test. 
Stanovich said the goal at the end of the three-year period 
is to produce a book about constructing a prototype test to 
determine rationality quotient and indicate one’s ability to 
make logical decisions.
West said rationality test scores could be used alongside 
SAT results when colleges consider applications. Businesses 
could also take them into account when hiring employees. 
“I would have loved to had a good rational thinking test 
already existing,” West said. “This research that I have been 
doing with Keith Stanovich would have been able to make 
more rapid progress.”
We s t  a n d  St a n ov i c h  b e l i e v e  t h e i r  p ro t o -
t yp e test  w i l l  b e  us ef ul  to  f uture  res earch 
seeking to better understand rational decision-making.
contact Garin Pappas at 
pappasgj@dukes.jmu.edu.
Psychology professor and research partner awarded $1 million grant to study how people make rational decisions 
Career 
confusion
every Monday, the Breeze features 
top stories from previous issues to 
celebrate its 90th anniversary this year. 
today’s feature is from an article in 
the Nov. 16, 1951 issue.  the author is 
unknown.
Today with so many women enter-
ing the higher brackets of education 
and pursuing careers, one of the lead-
ing topics of conversation is marriage 
versus a career.
From a recent survey it was discov-
ered that most of the girls on campus 
still believe in the old adage—a wom-
an’s place is in the home.
Judging from this year’s crop of col-
legians, a girl’s matrimonial intentions 
change as do her years in college.
In the freshman class it was learned 
that only six percent prefer careers, 
while 58 percent want to marry, and 
36 percent believe that marriage and a 
career can be harmoniously paralleled. 
The sophomores prove to be the most 
career minded group on campus, since 
13 percent plan to be career women, 54 
percent homemakers, and 33 percent 
desire to lead a double life. 
The jolly juniors are the most worldly 
of the group, for 53 percent prefer mar-
riage combined with a career while 
only 37 percent choose “home sweet-
home,” and 10 percent plan to make 
their careers a full-time job. 
Look at those mighty seniors! 
Domestic duties are preferred by 54 
percent of them, while 43 percent plan 
to enter the career field as well as mar-
riage. Only three  percent of them plan 
to devote their lives to a career.
Most agree that marriage is a career 
within itself; a woman’s future lies in 
her marriage.
Women planning to lead dual roles 
feel that it can be done with proper 
management. “After all,” they say, “look 
at Eleanor Roosevelt.”
All agree that education is necessary 
to build a well rounded citizen and is 
nice to have to fall back on if necessary. 
But the general consensus of opin-
ion is that “It’s so nice to have a man 
around the house!”
Funding Madison’s future
Think before you act
Richard West, a graduate psychology professor, hopes rationality test scores could be used alongside SAT results when colleges 
are considering applications.  West and his colleague Keith Stanovich hope to have a prototype test developed in three years. 
Courtesy of jMu.edu
Alumni Association will match two dollars for every dollar privately donated to Madison Forever Vision Fund
Ethical reasoning workshop bring students together to solve critical real world situations 
By ij chan
The Breeze
JMU’s future now has the support 
of its past students.
The Alumni Association recent-
ly made a $100,000 donation to the 
Madison Forever Vision Fund in sup-
port of President Jon Alger’s plans for 
JMU. The association plans to match 
two dollars for every one dollar pri-
vately donated to the fund, up to 
$100,000.
The gift, according to James Irwin, 
assistant director of Alumni Rela-
tions and JMU ’97 alumnus,  said 
the money will go toward the devel-
opment of academic programs, 
resources retaining talented faculty 
and strategic partnerships, ultimate-
ly supporting Alger’s vision of JMU 
becoming an “engaged university.”
“He’s really embraced JMU and 
understands the mission of the 
university, and I can say that both as 
an alumni and an employee,” Irwin 
said. “I’m impressed by his knowl-
edge of JMU and its mission.”
The donation didn’t come from 
dues, but through partenerships 
with various companies, according 
to Jamie Jones Miller,  Alumni Asso-
ciation president and ’99 alumna. 
One of the partners includes Liberty 
Mutual, who provides benefits for the 
association. 
According to Irwin, this is the 
Alumni Association’s second major 
gift in three years. The last gift was 
a $100,000 donation made in honor 
of the university’s centennial. The 
donation funded the construction 
of the Higgs Grove garden at the 
Leeolou Alumni Center as well as 
the official portrait of Linwood Rose. 
see donation, page 13MArGie Currier / the Breeze
Gary Race, director of the Mahatma Gandhi Center for Global Nonviolence, 
discusses ethical challenges and moral reasoning with students.
KAtie GoNG / the Breeze
Email breezenews@gmail.com.
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exception of editorials, are not necessarily those of The Breeze or its staff.
Letters and guest columns should be submitted in print or via e-mail 
and must include name, phone number, major/year if author is a current 
student (or year of graduation), professional title (if applicable) and place 
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“To the press alone, chequered as it is with abuses, the world is 
indebted for all the triumphs which have been gained by reason 
and humanity over error and oppression.” 
— james madison, 
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A “JM-U-look-good” pat to 
JMU Facilities Management for 
constantly making our campus 
look great.  
From a student who 
appreciates all the hard work 
you do with the landscaping 
and wants to let you know that it 
doesn’t go unnoticed.
An “I-knew-you-were-
trouble” dart to the guy who 
laughed at me for belting out a 
Taylor Swift song. 
From a “Blacktina” Swift 
enthusiast who doesn’t need your 
approval.
A “you’re-the-king” pat 
to my mentee for being so 
thoughtful and submitting pats 
to encourage me. 
From another Double Duke 
who wants to remind you how 
awesome you are.
A “where’s-the-fi re?” dart to 
the people cutting sharp corners 
and speeding through the 
parking decks. 
From a cautious driver who 
likes her car and passengers 
dent-free.
A “must-have-precious” dart 
to Card Services forever deciding 
to change the JACard colors.
From a senior who found her 
lost JACard and is frantically 
holding on to it until graduation.
A “you-should-be-ashamed-
of-yourselves” dart to the 
guys outside Carrier who yelled, 
“Let’s get drunk!” in the midst of 
more than  ve big tour groups on 
Saturday morning. 
From a school-spirited senior 
who was extremely embarrassed 
by your behavior.
A “you-deserve-one-
hundred-pats” pat to the 
woman in Java City who gave me 
two slices of pumpkin bread for 
the price of one. 
From a sophomore who 
needed comfort food to remind 
her of home. 
A “bless-you” pat to Pope 
Francis. 
From a Catholic Duke who is 
looking forward to seeing positive 
changes in the church. 
A “still-going-strong” pat to 
my parents for celebrating their 
eighth anniversary yesterday. 
From a junior who knows, 
despite the fact that you got 
married on St. Patrick’s Day, 
that being married for eight years 
takes more than luck. 
A “come-and-knock-on-our-
door” pat to our neighbors in 
Pheasant Run. 
From three women who wish 
they could’ve gotten to know you 
sooner. 
A “good-riddance” dart to 
the colony of stink bugs in my 
dorm room.
From a sophomore who 
wishes Rockingham Hall had a 
live-in exterminator. 
A “why-here-why-now?”
dart to the blue turtle shell 
that ruined my winning streak 
in front of the  nish line of 
Rainbow Road. 
From a fallen Mario Kart  
champion.
A “way-to-go” pat to the 
women’s basketball team for its 
awesome regular season e ort. 
From a new fan who will be 
rooting for you in the WNIT.
A “you-just-don’t-get-it”
dart to the JMU sta  member 
who darted Matt Brady’s K 
bonus on  ursday. 
From a senior who’d like to 
know what you’ve done lately 
to dramatically raise JMU’s 
national visibility.
A “nice-planning” dart to JMU 
for not cancelling the : p.m. 
class on Friday. 
From a student who had to 
leave in the middle of Jon Alger’s 
speech to rush to class. 
A “thanks-for-the-pep-
talk” pat to the Mennonite 
dairy farmer I hung out with 
this weekend. 
From a senior who 
appreciated the life advice that 
gave a di erent perspective. 
A “Walmart-angel” pat to 
the man who paid for my AA 
batteries when I realized I left 
my wallet at home.
From your grateful line 
buddy. 
Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do 
not necessarily refl ect the truth.




We asked a few 
people what they 
thought about the 
inauguration. 
JASMINE WILLIAMS, 
junior media arts and design major
“The inauguration events were great. 
They brought vitality and spirit onto 




“I didn’t really go to any of it, to be 
honest. When I talked to people about 
it, nobody wanted to go to any of it. 
I actually kinda wanted to go to the 
inauguration but I couldn’t fi nd anyone 
willing. I just think that JMU should 
spend their extra dollars trying to 
build more places to eat on campus, 
considering the higher amount of 
students they let in the past year.”
MICHELLE BEHRER,
 junior communication sciences and disorders 
major
“I guess I would have to see the 
actual price tag, but something that 
did make me wonder about money 
was the picture of James Madison’s 
face made out of cupcakes that was 
on the Wilson steps. While it was 
pretty cool, I thought that it was a lot 
of money for something that wouldn’t 
last very long and would probably be 
thrown away the next day.”
I watched eagerly on Wednesday as 
the new leader of the Catholic Church 
emerged onto the balcony to address 
the crowd at St. Peter’s square and 
those watching around the world. 
He shocked viewers by bowing 
humbly and asking the assembly to 
join him in prayer before bestowing 
the usual papal blessing.  is humble 
act distinguishes the  rst of perhaps 
many surprises about our new Pope. 
He is the  rst Pope to have ever 
chosen the name Francis, after St. 
Francis of Assisi who lived from 
 to , during which time he 
became known for his association 
with animals and nature.
But what’s more important to know 
about St. Francis of Assisi’s life was his 
radical way of following Jesus Christ 
and his zeal for rebuilding the Church 
in his time. 
By choosing the name Francis, 
Pope Francis perhaps hopes 
to capture the spirit of the new 
evangelization that is currently taking 
place within the Catholic Church. 
Many of our Catholic parishes are 
currently in a state of turmoil. Large 
numbers of Catholics in the U.S have 
abandoned their faith. According to 
the Hu  ngton Post, Catholicism in 
America has dropped  ve percent 
since , and matters are worse 
in Europe, where dissent against 
Christianity has grown rapidly. 
 e Church recognizes that now is 
the time for this new evangelization. 
“Pope Francis has signaled that 
the Church renewal can only happen 
through personal holiness, not simply 
programs and policies,” according 
to Tim Gray, a professor with the 
Augustine Institute.
 is is appropriate because Pope 
Francis has been described by fellow 
cardinals as a man of deep prayer. 
He recognizes that prayer and 
personal holiness are at the heart of 
the Church’s mission: to spread the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, administer 
the sacraments to the faithful and 
exercise charity throughout the 
world. 
Even at JMU, we have felt the 
reaches of this new evangelization. 
Some of you might remember seeing 
a lot of priests walking around campus 
the week before spring break.  ose 
men weren’t actually priests, but 
seminarians (priests in training).  eir 
visit surprised many students who 
aren’t used to seeing so many young 
men in white collars. In fact, their 
mission is directly a result of the new 
evangelization currently taking place 
through the Catholic Church around 
the world. 
In addition to the seminarians’ 
visit, last year JMU received a new 
o -campus organization called the 
Fellowship of Catholic University 
Students. FOCUS brought four 
missionaries who reach out to 
Catholic and non-Catholic students 
alike on campus through developing 
friendships, leading Bible studies, and 
holding events like glow Frisbee on the 
quad and E-Hall brunches. FOCUS 
missionaries work side by side the 
Catholic Campus Ministry on campus 
to spread the love of Christ and share 
the faith of the Catholic Church. 
Pope Francis is contributing to 
this sense of community. Being from 
Argentina, he is the  rst pope from 
the Americas, which gives all of us in 
the U.S. something to cheer about. He 
is particularly compassionate toward 
the poor. As a cardinal, he chose not 
to indulge in the opulent lifestyle 
o ered to him, preferring instead to 
live in his own apartment and take 
the bus to work. 
In , he visited and kissed the 
feet of AIDS victims in a Buenos 
Aires rehabilitation center. In line 
with church teaching, he strongly 
advocates for humane and respectful 
treatment of people who identify as 
homosexual. 
Yet, he is also unwavering 
on matters of faith including 
sexual morality, and he opposes 
abortion, same-sex marriage, and 
contraception. His leadership 
connects people from all di erent 
backgrounds. 
Pope Francis’s humility and deep 
devotion will point us all closer to the 
love of Christ.
Lindsay Ragole is a senior English 
major. Contact her at ragolelm@
jmu.edu. 
Audrey Hepburn was one of 
the classiest and most charming 
 lm icons of all time, but Galaxy 
chocolate has turned her into a 
glassy-eyed, chocolate-loving robot. 
 e chocolate company “Galaxy,” 
(which is “Dove” in America) 
took my personal idol from her 
movies and turned her into 
AudreyBot through CGI rendering. 
In the commercial, which is 
being broadcast in India, Ireland, 
the Middle East and the United 
Kingdom, Hepburn’s eyes seem 
to be enlarged about double their 
actual size. She rides a bus with the 
chocolate in her purse and then 
hops o  to ride away with a hot guy 
in a convertible. Her movements 
are surprisingly lifelike, but her skin 
looks like it has never even heard of 
a pore.  
 e worst part of the commercial 
is that the company used 
“Moon River,” the famous song 
from “Breakfast at Ti any’s,” 
as background music. It’s an 
emotional song and a big turning 
point in the movie, representing 
the main character’s shift from 
doing everything alone to trusting 
someone else, but Galaxy used it to 
make it seem like all Hepburn cares 
about is this chocolate. 
It’s disturbing to think that 
Hepburn has been dead since , 
but Galaxy used CGI to make her 
look like she spent last summer 
riding a bus around an Italian town. 
I appreciate that the company 
chose Hepburn for its ads, but why 
couldn’t it choose a scene from 
her movies? A scene where she 
was alive and actually moving, 
not resurrected through computer 
imaging. It’s similar to publishing 
works after people have died. 
Unless they speci cally give 
permission, why should other 
people pro t from someone’s 
likeness? Especially when you have 
to take their form from a movie and 
turn them into a roboticized talking 
head for a chocolate bar.  
 is isn’t the  rst time Hepburn 
has been featured in a commercial. A 
few years ago, Gap used her famous 
dancing scene from “Funny Face” 
to advertise its line of black pants. 
But at least Gap had enough respect 
to take the scene directly from the 
movie and not attempt to alter it. 
Hepburn’s sons, Sean Ferrer and 
Luca Dotti, agreed to sell her image 
to the company, saying their mother 
was a chocolate fan and would 
have been “proud” to be in the ad, 
according to CBS News. I can’t say 
for sure, but I’ve watched enough of 
her movies to know that Hepburn 
had the measurements of Barbie 
and didn’t look like she would ever 
hide a calorie-laden chocolate bar 
in her purse.
Other celebrities have faced 
similar mistreatment after their 
death. In , Diet Coke made a 
commercial featuring Elton John 
singing to the late Humphrey 
Bogart, James Cagney and Louis 
Armstrong in a bar. Being the early 
’s, the images of the dead stars 
look like cutouts from their movies, 
but in their defense, I’m sure it 
looked better on the ’s box-TV 
sets than my  Mac computer.
 e commercial was 
controversial because movie 
preservationists, historians and 
even the Screen Actors Guild were 
concerned that this would start a 
trend for movies to include dead 
movie star cameos.  is hasn’t 
become a popular trend, probably 
because it disturbs people to see the 
stars of yesteryear drinking a Coke 
or eating a chocolate bar when they 
are taking their eternal dirt nap. 
 e Hepburn commercial has 
gotten mixed reactions. Although 
some commentators on the YouTube 
video page praise its artistic 
and lifelike quality, some call it 
“disturbing” and “disrespectful” to 
Hepburn’s memory. 
Seeing my idol eating a chocolate 
bar and riding away into the 
Italian sunset with a handsome 
man doesn’t make me want to buy 
chocolate; it makes me want to 
cry for poor Hepburn. She was a 
fashion icon and an award-winning 
actress, but now she’s being 
reduced to a chocolate saleswoman. 
I’m glad that this commercial 
isn’t being broadcast in the United 
States, but I’m sure it’s only a 
matter of time until this happens 
here. I hope that companies will 
learn that taking and manipulating 
a late actor’s form from a movie is 
creepy and wrong. If they feel the 
actor is a good spokesperson for 
their product, at least let them be 
shown as they actually were, not as 
a CGI creation.  
Anne Elsea is a junior media arts 
and design major. Contact her at 
breezecopy@gmail.com.





ANNE ELSEA | The Breeze
Icon Audrey Hepburn’s legacy tainted by advertising with international chocolate commercial
KATIE HOER, 
junior studio art and hospitality management 
double major
“I loved the free stuff. I mean, I felt 
to a point that all of the events and 
spending, like the ice cream social, 
the cupcake murals, were excessive. 
But the inauguration is a rare cause 
for celebration.” 
COURTESY OF MCT CAMPUS 
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students would do if a reli-
gious group wanted to legally 
protest in a private neighbor-
hood where they were not 
welcome. 
Students compared this 
situation to the protests of 
military funerals by mem-
bers of the Westboro Baptist 
Church. They argued that 
while it may be legal for a 
group to protest, it depended 
on what they were protesting 
to decide if it was justified. 
Ultimately, they decided the 
Church’s actions are wrong. 
With every question, stu-
dents were encouraged to 
engage in a round table 
discussion regarding the 
possible outcomes of each 
decision and which solution 
they personally thought was 
the best.
One question asked if a 
hostile country should take in 
refugees from a neighboring 
nation engaged in a civil war. 
Students in one group agreed 
that the refugees were more 
important than the politics 
and should be helped.
Freshman psychology 
major Michael Bitew thought 
the discussion was a good 
way for students to get a feel 
for what the Madison Col-
laborative was hoping to 
achieve.
“I got to see how JMU 
is trying to put more ethi-
cal reasoning and positively 
establish ideas that can lead 
to more leadership roles and 
critical thinking in student 
lives,” Bitew said. “Knowledge 
doesn’t always lead to action.”
Bitew said that the ques-
tions were very important 
in ethical reasoning because 
they encouraged students to 
think about how to handle 
certain ethical situations. 
Bitew believes thinking about 
how to handle an issue before 
a similar one arises is invalu-
able to students.
After the groups discussed 
each of the issues, they 
shared their results. Most of 
the reactions were similar in 
some ways, but different in 
others.
One of  the questions 
debated was if robots with 
advanced human emotions 
should be given basic human 
rights. Most of the groups 
agreed that because they 
were not actually humans, 
they should not be granted 
rights, but two of the groups 
disagreed. 
“It’s a lot less desirable 
place to be in our society if we 
don’t think of anyone but our 
immediate self,” Race said. “If 
our culture is going to sur-
vive, we have to start thinking 
about how to take better care 
of it, and I think that’s what 
should be most important to 
students.”
Race believes that ques-
tioning decision-making 
processes and speaking 
up when a situation seems 
unethical are major steps 
to achieving the ethical rea-
soning skills the Madison 
Collaborative is looking for.
ContaCt Eric Graves at 
breezenews@gmail.com.
QeP |  Students talk robots, religionCobb |  Was a friend and mentor
from front 
her car unoccupied and 
unlocked off Route 39 in Moun-
tain Grove. They also found a 
jacket and pair of shoes at the 
edge of a fishing area of Back 
Creek.
About 50 people and five 
cadaver dogs were divided into 
teams and searched along Back 
Creek and Lake Moomaw area 
on Friday. Moore added that 
a JMU professor and several 
students were involved in  the 
search efforts. 
The body, Moore said, was 
found a quarter mile from 
where Cobb’s car was found. 
It was identified as Cobb and 
transported to the Virginia State 
Medical Examiner’s office. An 
autopsy positively identified 
Cobb through medical records.
Moore mentioned that the 
search for Cobb, which began 
on March 11, involved efforts 
from  neighboring police and 
fire departments and several 
other organizations including 
the Virginia Department of 
Gaming and Inland Fisheries 
and the U.S. Forest Service. Div-
ing teams from the Virginia State 
Police and Westvaco Rescue 
Squad searched the four-and-
a-half-mile Back Creek. 
Moore said the search was 
difficult because of  the area’s 
mountainous terrain and the 
high water conditions of Back 
Creek, due to snow run-off and 
rainy weather earlier in the 
week. Water levels were lowered 
on Friday morning, allowing for 
a more thorough search. 
Cobb started teaching psy-
chology at JMU in 1996. Since 
then, she’s also been director 
of graduate studies and interim 
department head. 
“She cared deeply for her stu-
dents and colleagues,” Brown 
said. “She had many students 
that she remained in touch with 
over the years that she was very 
close to.”
Marina Mezetti, senior com-
munications major, took an 
honors seminar taught by 
Cobb and Arthur Dean, spe-
cial assistant to the president 
for diversity, last spring. She 
said Cobb was the inspiration 
behind her honors thesis and 
was also supposed to be her 
thesis reader.
“Dr. Cobb was different 
because she cared,” Mezetti 
said. “For me, she was more like 
a mentor [and] friend than just a 
professor. How many professors 
can we call that? She definitely 
impacted students outside than 
just a class environment as she 
impacted me.”
Junior Riley Hanlon, a media 
arts and design major, also took 
the honors seminar and said 
Cobb was a enthusiastic profes-
sor who encouraged discussion 
and direct engagement with her 
students. He said Cobb encour-
aged students to view her as a 
friend rather than a professor.
“The one class I had with 
her had a greater impact on 
me than with any of the other 
classes I have taken here,” Han-
lon said. “I know she has left 
a positive mark on every stu-
dent that was lucky enough 
to have her as a professor.”
ContaCt IJ Chan at 
breezenews@gmail.com.
alger | Students, faculty have mostly positive opinions of president
from front
Alger explained these feelings in 
his inaugural speech on Friday.
“We collaborate within and 
across disciplines,” Alger said. 
“And we understand the values 
of innovation and teamwork. 
That’s why Madison.”
Senior Jenny Hansberry, a 
hospitality management major, 
thinks the inauguration will 
have a lasting impression. 
“Every part of it was beautiful,” 
Hansberry said. “You will see a 
more cooperative university 
working together in the future.”
Hansberry said she felt proud 
to be a JMU student and to take 
part in something so historic.
Some faculty members also 
enjoyed the events of inaugu-
ration week, participating in 
various activities around Har-
risonburg and JMU. Teresa 
Gonzalez, vice provost for aca-
demic programs and graduate 
psychology professor attended 
several of the roundtable dis-
cussions throughout the week. 
Some of the discussions 
included Holly Shulman, who 
spoke on the history of Dolly 
Madison, and William Hawk, 
who discussed how James Mad-
ison’s ideas shaped the nation. 
“They were all very well-
done, thought-provoking, and 
it tied very well with the overall 
theme of the week,” Gonzalez 
said. 
But the inauguration events 
didn’t appeal to some students. 
“A lot of the things they put 
on did not interest me,” said 
Nicole Caliri, a freshman biol-
ogy major. “I also think they 
spent too much money on this 
inauguration.”
Caliri said that while she 
thought the idea of colonial JMU 
was creative, she would have 
preferred to see some events 
focused more on the actual 
founding of JMU and Madison’s 
work on the Constitution. 
Still, reactions to Alger’s 
involvement on campus have 
been mostly favorable, with 
most appreciating his drive to 
meet with students and faculty.
“He is leading by example,” 
Gonzalez said. “He’s doing a 
fine job of listening and hearing 
us. I think he understands the 
unique culture of the univer-
sity and thus has developed a 
very nice vision of how to lead 
us forward.”
Both Gonzalez and Caliri 
believe Alger will be most effec-
tive in his presidency as long as 
he stays consistently involved 
with the university.
“Hopefully, he gets the job 
done while continuing to be as 
active as he is,” Caliri said. “It’s 
definitely a good thing to actu-
ally have a president who wants 
to make himself known, and I 
hope he keeps that up.”
Alger spoke confidently of 
the future of his presidency and 
involvement at JMU.
“We have an awesome privi-
lege and responsibility as part of 
the JMU family,” Alger said. “As 
I say to the entering freshman, 
now is a time to dream big. Let’s 
take a moment to reflect on what 
is most important in our lives, 
and let’s dream big together.”
ContaCt Eric Graves at 
breezenews@gmail.com. President Jon Alger spoke about his role in the JMU family and his desire to “dream big together.” His 
speech on Friday afternoon was the ending to the week celebrating his inauguration.
Sean CaSSidy / The Breeze
By Logan Leverett
contributing writer
When entering Tim Wagner’s workshop at his Mt. 
Crawford home, you’re greeted by the rich scents of 
freshly cut wood, glue and sawdust. This is the smell 
of one man’s passion for guitar-making. 
“I’ve just always grown up thinking if you can make 
something yourself, why drive down the road to the 
store and waste the money?” Wagner said.
Wagner, 60, acquired his woodworking skills from 
his father, who was a wood shop teacher in high 
school. Wagner started making guitars at age 34 and 
is mostly self-taught.
Three years ago, Wagner apprenticed with a guitar-
maker and student of Wayne Henderson, who has 
designed for Eric Clapton and Carlos Santana.
He has made acoustic, classical and electric guitars, 
electric and acoustic basses, mandolins and bouzou-
kis, which are six-to-eight-stringed instruments from 
Greece that sound like a lower-pitched mandolin. 
Some of these hang from the shop’s ceiling, covered 
in sawdust, in different stages of completion. 
Wagner puts 80-to-120 hours into each guitar, creat-
ing 10-to-20 a year.
Wagner spends up to $400 on wood for each guitar, 
and sells them for $1,500-to-$5,500, usually to people 
traveling through the area or to Harrisonburg musi-
cians. Wagner normally keeps about four finished 
guitars in his house for sale.
Wagner’s first three steps in making the guitar are 
sawing, sawing and sawing.  After his boards are cut 
into all the pieces he will need, he forms the top board 
that will eventually become the face. This is done by 
gluing two boards of spruce together and then sketch-
ing out the sound hole and curvature of the sides.
After that, Wagner takes the sidepieces and warps 
them using a silicon heating plate that heats up to 300 
degrees. He finishes the top and the bottom of the body 
by gluing mahogany lining and braces to the inside.
The finishing touches of the body are made by add-
ing the heel and tail blocks before closing the body 
together. All that is left is to shape the neck and fin-
gerboard before finally adding the inlay and the 
headstock.
“The most rewarding part is putting on the strings 
and playing the first note,” he said.
Wagner said that he would put any of his guitars 
up against the nicest Martin or Taylor, two top guitar 
brands.
His shop includes woods like ebony, mahogany  and 
bloodwood, some of which are imported from places 
like India, Bolivia, the Congo and Australia.
“I only buy from countries and companies that 
practice sustainable logging and not clear-cutting,” 
Wagner said.  “Like the Bolivians: I doubt I’ll ever buy 
wood from there again because they have just deci-
mated their forests.”
Different types of woods produce varying sounds 
based on properties like density and elasticity.
“The musical note travels with the direction of 
the grain,” said Mathieu Lamaure, Wagner’s appren-
tice.  “The most important part is the selection of 
wood.  Because Tim does everything by hand and 
on his own, he is able to pick the best logs and best 
boards with really good grain and lots of resonance.”
see guitar, page 11
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TOP Tim Wagner makes 10 to 20 guitars a year using mostly homemade tools, aside from power saws and sanders. 
BOTTOM Wagner’s dogs Angel and Lyla spend a lot of time in the workshop but have to keep their paws off the guitars.
hometown sOund
tim wagner has 35 years of experience with the intricate process of handcrafting acoustic guitars
By Jenny CLaire Knight
The Breeze 
Pick a movie, any movie — just 
not this movie.
Burt Wonderstone (Steve 
Carell) and Anton Marvelton 
(Steve Buscemi) were a successful 
magician duo with their own show 
on the Vegas Strip. But now, no 
longer friends, they’ve lost their 
show. Burt realizes that their act 
is overshadowed by the hot new 
street magician Steve Gray (Jim 
Carrey). Determined to regain his 
fame, Burt seeks out help from his 
former assistant Jane (Olivia Wilde) 
and Rance (Alan Arkin), a famous 
retired magician who inspired Burt 
to become one, too.
It’s a good thing “Wonderstone” 
co-writers John Francis Daley 
and Jonathan Goldstein haven’t 
quit their day jobs (Daley is Dr. 
Sweets on Fox’s “Bones”). They’re 
two of the three writers behind 
the hit “Horrible Bosses,” but if 
“Wonderstone” is any indication, 
these two don’t have any true 
talent in writing comedy films: 
They just got lucky the first time 
they wrote a script together. 
Drawing on the real-life careers 
of the Siegfried & Roy, David 
Blaine and Criss Angel, the plot is 
dated. The debate about what is 
legitimate magic happened eight 
years ago; no one cared then and 
no one cares now. Despite being 
about magic, there aren’t many 
tricks written into the movie. The 
ones that are interesting to watch, 
such as a bird flying out of a salt 
shaker, aren’t even possible.
This film shouldn’t be classified 
as a comedy because nothing in it 
will make you laugh. None of the 
jokes are particularly interesting or 
fresh, and some are insensitive and 
cross the line. A joke referencing 
the Siegfried & Roy tiger mauling, 
another trivializing of self-injuring 
behavior, and Gray’s TV show titled 
“Brain Rapist” are irresponsible, 
and it’s appalling that such high-
caliber actors would sign onto this 
film.
The acting is only marginally 
better than the script. It’s a mystery 
why Carell even signed onto this 
see movie, page 11
‘Slight’ of hand




starring Steve Carell, Steve 
Buscemi, Jim Carrey
movie revieW
By mary Kate White
The Breeze 
The dresses are bright orange, 
the blazers are brown and every-
thing is made of polyester. The 1970s 
belonged to the late composer Mar-
vin Hamlisch, and JMU is bringing 
it back.
JMU’s spring musical, “They’re 
Playing Our Song,” centers on the 
story of composer Vernon Gersch 
and zany lyricist Sonia Walsk, who 
are trying to overcome the fact that 
they’re total opposites as they collab-
orate on writing five new love songs 
in the early 1970s and gradually fall 
in love.
The play, written by Neil Simon in 
the late ’70s, was loosely based on 
the real-life relationship of his two 
friends, Hamlisch and lyricist Carole 
Bayer Sager. The pair was then asked 
to write all the music for the play, 
resulting in a bizarre metafictional 
recount of their past collaborations.
By the time of his death in August 
of last year, Hamlisch was an EGOT 
— a recipient of an Emmy, a Gram-
my, an Oscar and a Tony — as well 
as a winner of the Pulitzer Prize 
for Drama. His relationship with 
Bayer Sager was widely rumored 
but never confirmed. This musi-
c a l ,  c o m p o s e d  by  Ha m l i s c h 
himself, might be the closest thing 
to a confession we will ever see.
see musiCaL, page 11
trixie haddon / the breeze
Composer Vernon Gersch (played by senior Mike swan) and lyricist sonia Walsk (played by junior Paige Fridell) and write music 
together and resist falling in love in the musical based on a rumored fling between Marvin Hamlisch and Carole Bayer sager.  
In the key of heartbreak
Musical ‘They’re Playing Our Song’ premieres tonight at the Studio Theatre
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By Stephen proffitt
The Breeze 
JMU was able to do something on 
Friday night that no other opponent 
of North Carolina-Wilmington oppo-
nent had been able to do: bat in more 
than 10 runs. 
The Dukes scored 12 runs between 
the fourth and fifth innings, allow-
ing them to cruise to a 17-5 offensive 
rout, their ninth straight victory. 
The series was noted as one of the 
league’s best pitching clubs (UNCW) 
against one of the league’s best hit-
ting rotations (JMU). The Dukes’ bats 
entered the series second in the con-
ference with a .337 team average.
The Seahawks entered the week-
end first in the Colonial Athletic 
Association in earned run average 
(3.46), strikeouts (138) and tied for 
overall wins with Georgia State (11). 
No UNCW opponent had totaled 
nine runs on them this season until 
Friday night. 
“We got some breaks early and 
they didn’t,” said head coach Spanky 
McFarland. “We took them and ran 
with it. Crazy game.”
Sophomore right-hander Patrick 
Toohers threw a pro-caliber seven 
innings for the Dukes. On 98 pitch-
es, Toohers allowed just three earned 
runs on six hits, striking out three. 
Offensively, the Dukes finished 
the night with a stellar 14 hits, 
scoring their second-highest run 
performance of the season against 
arguably the best pitching they’ll 
see all season.
In the second and ultimately final 
game of the series (Sunday’s rub-
ber match was canceled because of 
inclement weather and will not be 
made up) the Seahawk bats woke 
up to snap JMU’s nine-game win-
ning streak.
McFarland sent redshirt sopho-
more Luke Drayer out for his third 
start of the season. He came into 
Saturday 2-0 with a 1.80 ERA in 10 
innings of work. 
Drayer retired nine of the first 10 
batters he faced Saturday night. He 
lasted a little more than five innings 
before McFarland called on the bull-
pen for relief afer Drayer threw 102 
pitches. 
“Drayer won’t do us any good if 
he can’t pitch,” McFarland said of 
the move.  According to him, Dray-
er’s shoulder had been sore and he 
didn’t want to overwork the righty. 
Drayer, who hadn’t pitched in 10 
days, finished allowing two runs on 
two hits, striking out six. 
“I felt good today,” Drayer said. “I 
felt like I had good command today. 
I was throwing my slider for strikes, 
my curveball for strikes. I’m a pitch-
to-contact guy. When I can throw it 
in there for strikes, it’s always a good 
thing.”
He departed from the game in line
see BASeBALL, page 10
Sports
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pick up thursday’s issue for bracket picks and upset calls.
Down but not out
cathy kruShner / athleticS photography
Kirby burkholder goes up for a layup against Drexel guard Renee Johnson-Allen. burkholder had seven points and 13 rebounds on Saturday.
By evAn niceLy
The Breeze 
JMU saw its bid for a Colonial Athletic Association title, 
and potentially an NCAA tournament berth, dashed after 
falling to Drexel in the semifinals of the conference tour-
nament in unattractive fashion. 
The second-seeded Dukes were completely shut down 
on offense by the third-seeded Dragons, who held JMU 
to its fifth lowest scoring effort in program history since 
the shot clock was introduced in 1971. 
“I thought the game was very ugly,” said head coach 
Kenny Brooks. “It probably set women’s basketball back 
for a little while.”
The Dukes finish the season with a 22-10 record but 
will not likely get a call from the NCAA tournament due 
to a lack of quality wins after a slow start to the season. 
The Dukes lost to Drexel once in the regular season and 
lost twice to the University of Delaware, whom the Drag-
ons lost to in Sunday’s championship game.  
JMU is guaranteed a spot in the Women’s National 
Invitational Tournament  for finishing second in the regu-
lar season conference standings. The Dukes made a deep 
run in the WNIT last year, reaching the championship 
game before falling to Oklahoma State in Stillwater, Okla.
The Dukes shot a paltry 19 percent in the second half 
Saturday, going 6-31 from the field as star guards Tarik 
Hislop and Kirby Burkholder struggled again after going 
a combined 8-37 in Friday’s 59-48 win over Towson 
University. The guards struggled from the field and the 
free-throw line, and JMU never found a rhythm against 
Drexel’s zone defense.
“Any looks I had were just tough looks,” Burkholder 
said. “They were swarming everywhere and I didn’t hit 
when I had the open looks.”
Sophomore forward Toia Giggetts was the only JMU 
player to score in double figures as she tallied 14 points 
on 7-9 shooting to go along with her eight rebounds. 
The rest of the team only mustered 20 points on 9-46 
shooting.
“They pack it in, force you to shoot jump shots, so it 
was hard to attack the middle of their zone,” Hislop said.
JMU was hoping its team motto, “Get It Back,” in refer-
ence to nationally ranked Delaware’s stronghold on the 
CAA the past couple of years, would come true after a 
slow start to the season. JMU powered to a 19-3 record 
in its past 22 games before losing to Drexel.
“These kids work so hard and they dug themselves out 
of a hole from the beginning of the year,” Brooks said. 
“We wanted this so bad that I thought we played out of 
character a little bit.”
Drexel’s first-team, all-CAA guard Hollie Mershon 
scored a game-high 21 points and dished five assists. 
JMU couldn’t slow her down or catch back up offensively 
despite limiting the Dragons to 30 percent shooting from 
the field. 
“We couldn’t utilize our press, we couldn’t get stops, we 
couldn’t get baskets to go in and we couldn’t really run,” 
see BASKetBALL, page 10
Patrick toohers gave up three runs and threw three strikeouts over seven innings Friday. 
Unfinished business
JMU, UNCW split heavyweight series after Sunday’s deciding game is canceled
though drexel ousts dukes 
in caa semifinals, Jmu 
guaranteed a spot in Wnit
Dukes win in OT
Casey Ancarrow, who scored two goals on Saturday, moved into sixth place on JMu’s 
all-time career goals list. She’s recorded 22 goals and four assists so far this season.
lauren gordon / the Breeze
Lacrosse continued its torrid 
start to the season Saturday in Bal-
timore, knocking off 11th-ranked 
Loyola University 9-8 in overtime.
The Dukes (5-1) never led dur-
ing regulation, but a goal by junior 
attacker Amy Roguski tied the game 
at seven with 15 seconds to go, 
pushing the game into overtime. 
JMU jumped out to an 8-7 lead in 
the first half of overtime, thanks to 
another Roguski goal.
But in the second period of over-
time, Loyola redshirt sophomore 
midfielder Taryn VanThof scored 
early to tie the game at eight. With 
time running out, sophomore 
midfielder Ali Curwin put the 
game-winning goal in the net with 
nine seconds left, and JMU held on 
for the win after sophomore goal-
keeper Schylar Healy made a stop 
on Loyola’s shot with one second 
left in the game.
JMU fell behind early in the 
game, nursing a 4-0 deficit at half-
time. In the first three-and-a-half 
minutes of the second half, Cur-
win, redshirt senior attacker Casey 
Ancarrow and redshirt sophomore 
midfielder Kaci Starkloff all scored 
to make the score 4-3. 
Loyola scored two more goals to 
JMU’s one to hold on to a 6-4 lead 
with 20:13 left in regulation. Later 
in the half, freshman midfielder 
Taylor Gress and Ancarrow scored 
within two minutes of each other to 
tie the game at six. 
VanThof scored again with 6:31 
to go to give Loyola a 7-6 lead 
before Roguski’s equalizing goal at 
the end of regulation.
JMU will play at home against 
the ninth-ranked University of 
Virginia Wednesday at 7 p.m. The 
game will be the Dukes’ first at 




JMU continues dominance in victory over Loyola






for winning the CAA
CHAMPIONSHIP 
Join us for first round fun at 
buffalo wild wings the official 
hang out for march madness... 
GO DUKES!!!
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Ncaa |  Brady focused on LIU; staff 
will prepare for potential Indiana game
from front
Andre Nation. “I feel like it will 
get us going.”
Brady agreed that the 
play-in game offers a unique 
momentum-building 
opportunity.
“If you play in this game, 
you get the rust off,” Brady 
said. “We will have been idle 
for over a week, so I think the 
opportunity to play and then 
play two days later — I don’t 
think there is a downside to it.”
The Dukes will head to 
Dayton tomorrow evening, 
but Brady is hopeful to get 
in a practice before the team 
leaves Harrisonburg. 
JMU has faced LIU-Brook-
lyn twice. The two previous 
meetings occurred in 1999 
and 2000. JMU won both 
meetings, 72-59 and 72-54 
respectively, but it isn’t taking 
a new matchup lightly.  
“They have a couple of 
guards that are quick,” Moore 
said. The team will viciously 
hit the DVD players to study 
film in the coming hours to 
scout out its opponent.
“We’re going to watch a lot 
of film and get ready for this 
long journey,” Moore said.
The Dukes (186) and Black-
birds (168) are similar teams 
in terms of RPI. The Blackbirds 
come out of the Northeast 
Conference and got to the 
Big Dance by winning their 
third consecutive conference 
tournament. 
They rank fifth in the nation 
in points per game at 79.5 and 
10th in field goal percentage 
at .484. The closest connec-
tion between the two schools 
is that LIU also defeated 
Hofstra in non-conference 
action 88-84. JMU beat Hofs-
tra 62-41 on Jan. 31. 
The winner of this game will 
get the daunting task of stay-
ing in Dayton and facing the 
top-seeded Indiana Hoosiers. 
“We’re going to do what 
we always do,” Nation said. 
“We’re not scared to play any-
one. We just want to play our 
game.”
Brady is simply looking 
toward on the impending 
matchup with the Blackbirds.
“My focus for the rest of 
the night and tomorrow will 
be LIU,” Brady said. “My staff 
will be responsible for game-
planning for Indiana and 
breaking down tape if there 
are any areas of weakness.”
Ultimately, Dayton will 
serve as a potential catalyst 
for a March Madness run. 
“This is a place that is acces-
sible to our fans if they want to 
go,” Brady said. “More impor-
tantly, it’s a game that will 
be on national TV and we’ll 
essentially have that audi-
ence for ourselves. People 
will know why JMU basket-




baseball |  Dukes’ winning 
streak ends at nine games Saturday 
from page 9 
for a win, but the bullpen 
couldn’t contain the UNCW 
bats. The Seahawks broke a 
pitcher’s duel into a slugfest in 
the sixth, scoring seven runs.
“Considering I hadn’t 
pitched in 10 days, it was prob-
ably the right decision,” Drayer 
said of the pitching change.
McFarland went through 
freshman Michael Church and 
sophomore Aaron Hoover, 
who quickly gave up a com-
bined five runs. Ben Garner 
closed out the game for JMU, 
though the Seahawks had 
already grabbed a significant 
lead.
“ T h i s  i s  a  g a m e  o f 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d 
m o m e n t u m ,”  M c F a r -
land said. “Just like we got 
it yesterday, they kind of got 
it today.”
The JMU bats looked a little 
hungover from Friday’s 
party, and a UNCW right-
hander made sure the party 
wouldn’t continue. Reigning 
CAA Pitcher of the Week Jor-
dan Ramsey allowed 10 hits 
in six innings but was tagged 
with only one run. The Dukes 
left five runners on base 
between the third and fourth 
innings alone. 
“Tonight we had all the 
opportunities in the first few 
innings and we didn’t get any 
runs in,” said senior center 
fielder Johnny Bladel. 
Bladel finished three for 
four from the plate Saturday, 
upping his season batting 
average to .311. 
With inclement weath-
er yesterday, the Dukes and 
Seahawks will have to settle for 
a series split. Bragging rights 
for 2013 will ultimately have to 
come in the CAA tournament 
in May or in further postsea-
son play.
JMU (11-7, 4-1 CAA) is tied 
for the conference lead with 
Georgia State. The Dukes will 
play in College Park, Md., on 
Tuesday, seeking revenge for 
a 10-5 loss the Terrapins laid 
on JMU just weeks ago. 
Next weekend the Dukes 
wil be back in CAA action 
with a three-game series 
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Redshirt junior outfielder Matt Tenaglia meets junior infielder Connor Brown outside the Dukes’ dugout Friday. 
Tenaglia and Brown combined for four hits, seven RBIs, two runs and two walks Friday. 
from page 9
Brooks said. “We just did not 
play well at all, and I think a 
large part of that was Drexel.”
The Dukes won 62-53 at 
Drexel on March 6, shooting 
45 percent from the field to 
Drexel’s 33 percent. But JMU 
just couldn’t find that kind of 
production Saturday. 
The WNIT tournament field 
will be selected late Monday 
night with games beginning on 
Wednesday at the earliest. JMU 
will likely receive a high seed in 
the tournament with an oppor-
tunity to play a few more home 
games before the season’s end.
“We’ll more than likely 
accept a bid to the WNIT and 
try to make a run and take 
one step further and win the 
whole thing,” Brooks said.
coNtact Evan Nicely at 
nicelyej@dukes.jmu.edu.
basketball |  potential 
WnIt berth will be revealed Monday
“this is a game 
of opportunities 
and momentum. 
Just like we got 
it [Friday] they 






“We will have 
been idle for 
over a week, 
so I think the 
opportunity to 
play and then 
play two days 
later — I don’t 
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Celebrating the beginning and the end
Thousands of cupcakes, 15 minutes of fireworks, six ice sculptures and a disco ball added up to one epic birthday party.  
MadisonFest, held on Friday evening, attracted about 500 students to the Quad to celebrate James Madison’s 262nd birthday. The event, sponsored by SGA, was 
pegged as the finale to the week-long celebration of President Jon Alger’s inauguration. It featured free food, music and ended with a 15-minute firework show. 
“My favorite part was taking pictures by the cupcake display with girls I’ve been friends with since freshman year,” said senior Jill Wasson.
Freshmen Kelcy Jackson, Kelly Gunn and Amanda Graziano (bottom left) sat for a caricature artist who drew free portraits. The 3,500 cupcake portrait took 
Dining Services employees three days to complete.
“Thank you ever so kindly for your great celebrations this past week in expectation of the new season you are entering, as well as my 262nd birthday,” said 
Sarah Everett, a James Madison interpreter and recent grad, via Facebook. “I will always be there amongst your number and am proud that you are the educational 
institution named for myself. It flatters as well as honors me. My cheerful best regards to you all as I also celebrate my birthday today from afar!” 




movie because he can do infinitely 
better. In past roles, he’s always 
played the nice guy, so it’s off-
putting to see him as a womanizer. 
The way he’s portrayed in the first 
half of the film feels more like 
an impersonation than anything 
else. Once Burt is knocked off his 
pedestal after losing the act, the 
character becomes tolerable and 
closer to Carell’s comfort zone. But 
you never end up feeling sorry for 
Burt or even really caring about his 
journey.
Wilde, usually just used as eye 
candy in films, is actually forced to 
act this time. This is the most likable 
she’s been in a film and provides a 
much-needed dose of reality to the 
absurd ideas and lines in the film. 
She astutely points out exactly why 
Burt has failed as a magician while 
Burt is in denial. Her romance with 
Burt feels contrived, though, and it 
doesn’t seem realistic considering 
she originally rejected his advances 
in the beginning of the film.  
Arkin, of course, is the best actor 
out of the cast. He’s still playing 
the same sarcastic and outspoken 
character he’s been since “Little 
Miss Sunshine,” but he does it so 
well you don’t care. After enduring 
the first half of the film you’ll 
welcome seeing someone who 
knows what they’re doing. Although 
Carrey and Buscemi receive top 
billing, both actors only appear a 
handful of times. The short time 
each has on screen are some of the 
better scenes of the film, making 
you wish they could stick around 
longer.
“The Incredible Burt 
Wonderstone” tries to inspire you 
to believe in magic, but there’s 
nothing magical about the film to 
begin with. With terrible writing 
that stunts its actors, the only spell 
“Wonderstone” will cast is making 
you want to avoid it.
ContaCt Jenny Claire Knight 
at knightjc@dukes.jmu.edu.  
guitar | spruce is best musiCal |  intensely emotional scenes 
from page 7
The story is sadder than one would 
expect from a musical steeped in 
disco and platform wedges; the show 
features both intensely emotional dia-
logue and moving ballads. After the 
disco dance numbers of the first act, 
the roller coaster of love takes a dip in 
the second half with sullen confron-
tations expressed in lyrics like, “I was 
there as passion turned to pain; sun-
shine turned to rainy days.” 
Director Amanda Herman, who also 
directed JMU’s rendition of “Awake 
and Sing!” in September, has primarily 
worked with non-musical “straight-
theatre” in the past.  She was attracted 
to the show because, while it’s a musi-
cal, the story is a deeply sincere and 
emotional one.
The characters “have a lot of issues 
with each other as they try to work 
together and have a romantic relation-
ship,” Herman said. “It kind of explores 
how we treat our relationships and 
how we take them for granted.”
Lead actress Paige Fridell, a junior 
theatre and dance major, also comes 
from a background of predominantly 
non-musical theatre performances. 
She said the play is a great combination 
of humor and sincerity. The charac-
ters’ confrontations, like one that takes 
place toward the end in a recording 
studio, were an appropriate exercise 
for her dramatic ability.
“It’s the most honest scene,” Fridell 
said. “Mike [who plays Vernon Gersch] 
and I, from day one, we got that scene. 
We’ve had a lot of fun working on it 
with each other and how hard the 
characters are hitting each other.”
The Studio Theatre in the Forbes 
Center for the Performing Arts is small, 
containing under 100 seats.  The play’s 
set is simple, usually comprised of just 
a couple pieces of furniture: a bed, a 
table or a few wooden cubes to rep-
resent the seats of a car. The sparse 
design allows for swift and frequent 
set changes and forces the audience 
to imagine the play’s posh Manhat-
tan apartments and serene lakeside 
cottages.
The story, written in the 1970s, is full 
of references that will undoubtedly be 
lost on some young people; at one point 
Vernon mentions his dream of a rendez-
vous with Ingrid Bergman, who died in 
1982. Despite the music, the clothes and 
the cultural references being dated, lead 
actor Mike Swan believes it’s still rele-
vant to JMU’s student body.
“Any love story like this one is time-
less; we can relate to it at any age,” said 
Swan, a senior theater and dance major. 
“Even the music: It’s what I grew up lis-
tening to. My parents listened to it a lot, 
and I think that’s true of a lot of people 
our age.”
The show will open tomorrow at 8 
p.m. in the Forbes Center. It will run at 8 
p.m. daily through Saturday, with show-
ings at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. on the final day. 
General admission is $8 and tickets can 
be purchased online, by phone or in 
person at the Forbes Center Box Office.
ContaCt Mary Kate White at 
white8mk@dukes.jmu.edu.  
from page 7
Most of the wood in the shop is 
spruce, local to Appalachia. Wag-
ner said the best is Appalachian red 
spruce, from West Virginia, but since 
last year, he hasn’t been able to get 
any because West Virginia banned 
the transport of wood out of the state.
“Spruce is a beautiful wood for 
making guitars because it has the best 
strength-to-weight ratio,” he said.
Wagner also composes music as 
part of the Songwriter’s Circle in 
Staunton on Tuesdays.
 His daughter Leah, a 19-year-old 
sophomore at JMU, inherited his pas-
sion for music.
“When I was about 8 years old I 
asked my dad to teach me how to 
play guitar,” Leah said.  “He showed 
me some chords right then and there, 
and I’ve loved it ever since.”
But Wagner’s biggest fan is his wife, 
Patsy, 56.
“I do remember that he played 
his guitar for me the first time I met 
him” 33 years ago on a blind date, 
she said.  “I was deeply touched and 
impressed.” 
The hardest part for Wagner is find-
ing the time to handcraft the guitars 
between working as a painting con-
tractor, growing soybeans, helping 
build vineyards and making his own 
wine.
“If I could be doing anything else 
… it would be sailing the world,” he 
said.  “I need a break.  Although I 
would definitely have a guitar with 
me so I could play as I traveled.”
ContaCt Logan Leverett 
at breezearts@gmail.com.
lauren gordon / the breeze
Wagner’s guitars, which take 80-to-120 hours to create, sell for up to $5,500.  
trixie haddon / the breeze
Sonia Walsk (played by Paige Fridell) is rumored to be a representation of 
lyricist Carole Bayer Sager who worked with composer Marvin Hamlisch.   
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1 “__ ’70s Show”
5 Cruise or Selleck
8 “The Amazing __”
9 Gladden
12 Recorded
13 Lead role on “The Good Wife”
14 Setting for “Heidi”
15 Potter’s oven
16 “Scarecrow and __. King”
18 Elly __ Clampett
19 Laura’s older sister on “Little
House on the Prairie”
20 Bridge crosser’s fee
21 Correct a manuscript
23 Actress Sagal
24 “__ But the Brave”; Frank Sinatra
movie
25 “Dancing __ the Stars”
26 __ better; shouldn’t
28 “Cast __”; film for Tom Hanks
29 “Law & Order: Special Victims
__”
30 Hatcher or Garr
32 __ culpa; admission of guilt
35 Country music network
36 Actor Alex __
37 Con game
38 “The Night of the __”; film for
Richard Burton & Ava Gardner
40 Game show panelist __ Cass
41 School composition
42 To __; exactly
43 Actress Ortiz of “Ugly Betty”
44 “The Sonny and __ Comedy
Hour”
DOWN
1 “The flowers that bloom in the
spring, __...”
2 Eliza Coupe sitcom
3 Highest cards
4 Mosby of “How I Met Your
Mother”
5 Mr. Savalas
6 Actor Ken of “thirtysomething”
7 “The Bernie __ Show”
10 Role on “NCIS”
11 __ Hyman; actor who portrayed
Cliff’s dad on “The Cosby Show”
12 Scottish cap
13 “Up in the __”; George Clooney
movie
15 Jon Gosselin’s ex
17 Stallone, to friends
19 Factory where coins are made
20 Casual farewell
22 “Boys __ Cry”; Hilary Swank film
23 New Zealand’s national bird
25 Beaver Cleaver’s dad
26 Gilligan’s shelter
27 Actress Potts
30 Skater __ Harding
31 Historical period
33 Raring to go
34 “Judging __”
36 Actor James
37 Adam Brody’s role on “The O.C.”
39 Neighbor of Mexico: abbr.
40 __-Man; early video game
FOR RELEASE MARCH 3, 2013
THE TV CROSSWORD
by Jacqueline E. Mathews
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Classifieds
.
DANCE ACADEMY NOW 
INTERVIEWING for part-
time dance instructors for 
fall 2012-spring 2014. Must 
have car and be willing to 
stay through May 2014. Nu-
merous dance forms taught. 
Experience preferred. Call 
540-810-3631.
CAREGIVERS NEEDED to 
supervise groups of little 
dancers during their concert 
rehearsal week in Wilson 
Hall Auditorium, May 20-24. 
Must be able to work all dates 
and times, 2-3 hours per day 
between the hours of 3:45-
8:45 pm Mon-Thurs of week 
specified and 6-10 pm Sat. 
May 25, 2-6 pm Sun, May 
26. References required. Call 
540-810-3631.
1-BR QUIET & SAFE APT, 
9-12 Month leases, NEW 
stainless steel appliances, 
allergy friendly hard floors, 
near campus, 540-564-2659 
http://www.castleproperty.
com
SIX BEDROOMS FOUR 
BATHROOMS excellent con-
dition Elizabeth St. 540 810 
3632.
3-4-6-7  BEDROOMS 
HOUSES available 2013-
14, pet friendly. Lots of 
living space. Near Campus 




Serving Harrisonburg Since 1972










1005 E. Market St., Harrisonburg, VA, 22801
EVERYDAY
Stop in or apply online
www.MassResortJobs.com 
Attention Lifeguards
Massanutten ResortSM is Training and Hiring!
Instructor Classes available.
Lifeguard training is on-going.
Lifeguard Instructor and Water 
Safety Instructor Training 
starts in April.
Part-time & Seasonal Positions
Starting at $8.50/hour
For more information, call 




There are 770 
students at JMU 




In his inaugural address, Alger 
mentioned six focal points he 
hoped to address.
Miller said although there 
are no clear initiatives current-
ly in terms of spending, these 
were likely things that the fund 
might help develop. 
The gift is also meant to 
stimulate giving among alumni 
and keep them connected after 
graduation. Although 97 per-
cent of JMU graduates report 
having a positive experience 
at JMU, only seven percent of 
them give back, according to 
Miller. 
“I really enjoyed my under-
graduate experience, but my 
Madison experience has been 
increasingly more valuable the 
further out from graduation I 
am,” Miller said. “It’s because 
of the connections, the net-
work and the people.”
She added that Alger has 
also been making efforts to 
encourage alumni to give back 
during his listening tour events. 
Miller said she’s been able to 
attend three of the events as 
well as host two. The tour, Mill-
er said, was effective in getting 
alumni reconnected.
“The Listening Tour took 
JMU out of Harrisonburg and 
delivered it out alumni to right 
where they are,” Miller said. 
“The best part was not neces-
sarily what happened at the 
event but what a happened 
afterwards. I’d get emails from 
people saying, ‘How do I get 
involved?’ ”
Miller added that as time 
goes on, she sees JMU’s alum-
ni as an increasingly vital part 
of JMU’s community, espe-
cially relationships between 
undergraduates and graduates. 
Miller added that a JMU gradu-
ate helped her get her first job 
at Capitol Hill. Now, she tries to 
hire JMU grads for internships 
at her office.
“He opened the door for 
me,” Miller said. “The Madi-
son experience is not just when 
you’re on campus but it can fol-
low you out there when you go 
out there and do really amazing 
things. It’s not just a four-year 
thing.”
Kelly Snow, director of 
annual giving, said the Madi-
son Vision Fund is a new fund 
Alger can use to move JMU 
forward, and alumni can help 
continue positive initiatives at 
JMU by giving back. 
“There’s a lot of great things 
happening at the university 
now and there were a lot of 
great things happening here 
when the alumni were stu-
dents,” Snow said. “The kinds 
of graduates JMU puts out are 
very well-rounded. We always 
say ‘Be the change,’ and it 
actually happens here.”  
Although Snow didn’t go to 
JMU, she gives more to JMU 
than her alma mater Penn 
State. 
“Some of the things that 
JMU does are exceptional, 
especially with the undergrad-
uate  focus,” Snow said. “I had 
a lot of teaching assistants and 
graduate assistants teach my 
classes, so having professors 
actually teach those classes is 
really valuable.”
Irwin said he gives back 
because his experience at JMU 
has deeply impacted who he 
is today. 
“Your individual Madi-
son experience does evolve 
over time. I had a great time 
at JMU,” Irwin said. “I discov-
ered the person I wanted to 
be, not just vocationally, but 
the person I wanted to be in 
terms of being an active citi-
zen. I think that goes back 
to the university mission.”
CONTACT IJ Chan at 
breezenews@gmail.com.
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